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Tue Annus Dinnen. 


Space prevented us last week from making any 
reference to the annual dinner. The dinner was 
held at the Hotel Metropole, and was all that could 
be expected of such a high-class establishment The 
quality of the dinner is not, however, the reason of 
our noticing it. Its unqualified success is to be found 
in the numbers who attended and in the harmony 
which prevailed. The Royal Agricultural Society 
was represented hy its able and energetic secretary, 
Mr. Ernest Clark. The Worshipful Company of 
Farriers was represented by the Master, Mr. 
Montague, and the only other guests were the secre- 
tary and solicitor of the Ruyal College of Veterinary 
Surgeous—men who have contributed by their 
labours very greatly to the progress made by the 
profession during the last twelve months. ‘The 
dinner was essentially a family party of veterinary 
surgeons, and proved beyond dispute the good feeling 
and solidarity which exists amongst our members. 
Undoubtedly the annual dinner represents, to a large 
extent, the popularity of the gentleman who holds 
the office of President for the year; and it must have 
been gratifiying to Col. Lambert, who has presided 
through a very critical period, to find that his action 
in the chair was so generally and warmly recognised 
by members holding very antagonistic opinions as 
to the work achieved by the Council. The tact, 
urbanity and impartiality of a President were per- 
haps never more thoroughly tried than during the 
last year, and'certainly they were never more evident. 
The success of the annual dinner recognised these 
features, and it also demonstrated the fect that the 
profession was never more united than it is at 
present. 


Tue 


The result of the protests against the granting of 
4New Charter is that the Privy Council has re- 
ferred the matter to its judicial committee, and sent 
4 communication to each of the protesting Fellows 
desiring to know if they wish to appear by counsel 
to support their position. This of course means 
that an expensive proceeding is now before us, 
specially if the Fellows decide to continue their 
opposition. One gentleman sends usa letter stating 

8 decision to abstain from further opposition, and 
We trust other Fellows will follow his example and 
show their magnanimity by refusing to oppose the 
profession in a matter upon which the late election 

expressed so decided and unanimous a verdict. 
very Fellow has a perfect right to protect his 
Privileges, even if it can be shown that the existence 


of such privileges is detrimental to the best interests 
of the profession. Every Fellow who feels that he 
paid for certain monopolies and that the proposed 
Charter may deprive him of one of them is legally 
entitled to fight for his ‘pound of flesh.’ We may 
have our own opinion of his conduct as a member of 
the Corporate Body, but we must acknowledge his 
legal position if he insist upon trying to retain all 
that the 1876 Charter unfortunately conferred upon 
him. What we strongly object to is the assump- 
tion that the proposed Charter will lower the strength 
of our Council er the status of the profession, or that 
it will in any way injure persons whose names appear 
upon the Register founded by the Act of 1881. 

The cost of obtaining an opposed Charter will cer- 
tainly be a drain upon the small funds of the College, 
bat the cost will not be altogether a loss if it result 
in demonstrating that the monopoly of all offices by 
a small section of the profession cannot be upheld 
before an impartial tribunal. | We may have tu pay 
dearly for the mistake made in 1876, but we shall 
achieve our independence, which is invaluable. 


AND Srreet PAvEMENTS. 


The advantages of asphalte paving are pointed 
out in an extract we print this week. No one has 
ever denied them—asphalte is cleanly, noiseless and 
durable. If horses had not to travel over it no 
better pavement exists. But the chief use of a 
roadway in large towns is for horse-traffic, and the 
first essential of a pavement should be security for 
the life and limb of the animals passing over it. 
Asphalte is dangerous beyond argument. More 
horses fall upon it than upon any other surface 
and, what is more serious, the falls upon asphalte 
cause the very gravest injuries. Horses fall on aslip- 
pery wood-pavement but seldom do more harm than 
results from a broken shaft oraspoiled strap Falls 
on asphalte entail fractured bones, and only horse- 
owners know the suffering and expense which this 
infernal pavement has caused. The friends of 
asphalte direct our attention to the shoes of horses 
and advise the invention and use of a better furm of 
shoe. The stupidity of this advice might be equalled 
by laying down glass-covered foot pavements. and 
when inquests on those who were compelled to use 
them became unpleasantly common, seriously advis- 
ing all foot passengers to obtain and use some im- 
proved form of anti-slipping boots. Killing scores 
of horses, and torturing hundreds of others, may 
perhaps end in the invention of a non-slipping shoe, 
but it is a cruel, costly, and unnecessary way of 
cultivating the inventive genius--and it may even 


fail. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


EVERSION OF THE INTESTINES DUE TO 
PARTURITION. 
By F. Hospay, Student, R. V. College. 


Whilst in the practice of Mr. Spencer. M.R.O.V.S., 
the following case occurred, which appeared to be 
worth placing on record. 

April 23rd. The patient, a cart mare, five years 
old, had commenced to shew signs of parturition at 
10. p.m; the foetal membranes appearing at the 
vagina and aportion of the bowel being protruded and 
retracted from the anus. When we arrived at the 
farm about 12.30 p.m., the mare was lying on her 
left. side quite dead, a long loop of the small intestine 
(38 ft.) extending almost from one side of the loose 
box to the other, the mesenery being fearfully torn ; 
whilst two other loops one of six feet, the other 
eighteen feet, protruded through the rectum, which 
had a rupture in it ten inches long. The foial 
membranes were just protruding through the vaginal 
orifice. The intestines were in places very inflamed. 
That the mare had suffered a great deal of pain was 
evident by the state of the bedding around her. 

On post-mortem examination, the loop of intestine 
eighteen feet long also proved to be small intestine, 
whilst the one six feet long was the small colon and 
rectum. The foetus was presented properly, except 
that it was on its back. he stomach was very full 
of food, and the diaphragm ruptured very extensively. 
The rest of the small intestine, of which we measured 
22 feet, was directly in the pelvic cavity. The 
eversion of intestines was doubtless due to the labour 
pains, occurring just after a hearty meal, the rupture 
of the diaphragm being in all probability ‘the im- 
mediate cause of death. 


THE VICE OF “WIND-SUCKING,” OR 
SWALLOWING AIR. 


The importance of this subject was well illustrated 
by recent trial which showed that experts were by 
no means agreed. Facts and observations are 
desired, and we reprint the following with a hope 
that some of our readers may continue the subject. 


The various modes of swallowing air are vulgarly 
known by the names cribbing and wind-sucking. In 
the great majority of cases, this habit is accompanied 
with a guttural noise very much resembling an 
eructation ; exceptionally, this noise is not made. 

Authors are far from agreeing upun the true nature 
of cribbing. Nearly all consider it as proceeding 
from a simple eructation of gas through the mouth. 
Others consider it as resulting from a deglutition of 
air. Notwithstanding the number and authority of 
those who express an opinion contrary to ours, we 
hold firmly to our view, for it rests upon physio- 
logical and experimental facts to which no serious 
objection has yet been offered. 


What we maintain is that horses which crib swallow 
air. 
To demonstrate this, it suffices to expose the 
cesophagus and slightly raise it, as in performing 
csophagotomy. We shall then see, after each effort. 
a mouthful of air descending through this passage 
in the direction of the stomach. ; 
Another and even more palpable proof consists in 
colleuting, immediately after death, the gases con- 
tained in the stomach and the first portions of the 
intestine, and submitting them to a chemical 
analysis. Clément, at our request, undertook these 
researches, waen he was principal of the chemical 
laboratory in the veterinary school of Alfort. In 
the stomach, always more or less distended, he 
found pure air; in the small intestine he also found 
air, but it was modified on account of its mixture 
with the gaseous products of digestion. ’ 

These experiments, therefore, show that th 
essential character of this vice is a deglutition of air, 
frequently laborious and at such times accompanied 
by a noise resulting from an effort having its seat in 
the larynx. 

The horse does not always perform this air- 
swallowing in the same manner. Sometimes he 
does not take any point of support ; sometimes, on 
the contrary, the inferior extremity of his head is 
supported upon a resisting body in ‘order to render 
the act easier. From these different methods come 
the distinctions of cribbing of air, or wind-sucking, 
and cribbing with support, according to the method 
employed by the animal. 

The old French law upon the redhibitory vices 
ranked cribbing in the air, without support or with- 
out wear of the teeth, among the vices capable of 
causing a nullification of the sale. At present, ac- 
cording to the new law of 1884, cribbing properly so 
called, whatever its form, with or without wear of the 
teeth, is to be considered as redhibitory. 

The vice manifests itself usually as follows: To 
crib in the air, the animal begins by agitating bis 
lips by frequent, rapid, and slight up-and-down 
movements of these organs; then he suddenly lowers 
his head, sometimes to a level with his knees, and 
then swallows a mouthful of air, with or without the 
production of the guttural sound which has wrongly 
been compared to an eructation. Often this effort is 
not successful ; in this case it is confined to a simple 
deglutition of saliva, which, however, does not ap- 
pear to give the desired satisfaction, since the at- 
tempts are renewed until the desire is satisfied. — 

Cribbing with support differs from the preceding 
only in this—that in order to execute it the inferior 
extremity of the head is supported upon a resisting 
body of some kind. Horses which are prevented 
from cribbing in this manner sometimes learn to 
crib in the air, and vice versa. We have seen that 
the body chosen as the point of support is very var'- 
able. Sometimes it is the bottom of the manger. the 
border of the manger, the internal or the external 
edge of this border, the lower cross-piece of the hay- 
rack, the halter-strap ; sometimes it is the window- 
sill. the side of a stall, the end of the shaft, that of 
the pole. the harness of his mate, etc.; more rarely 
the animal cribs upon himself. In most instances. 
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the teeth effect the support; in other cases it is the 
lips, the tuft of the chin, the inferior border of the 
jaw. The subject often previously moves his lips 
over the body which he is going to seize, or he licks 
it and wets it with saliva. ‘I'hen he presses forcibly 
on it, arches his neck if this body is sothewhat low, 
and, finally, energetically contracts his inferior cer- 
vical muscles, especially the sterno-maxillaries, 
and at that moment produces the guttural noise of 
which we have spoken. 

» Horses indulge in this vice during meals or during 
the intervals between meals, and repeat it with more 
or less frequency and persistence. Some desist from 
the practice in the presence of strangers; others do 
it only when they are alone in the stable; the 
greater number, however, iadulge in it whenever 
they experience the desire; and there are some in 
which the accidental arrival of some one in their 
stable provokes the desire to crib. This vice is not 
always equally easy to detect. Certain subjects 
must be carefully watched for a long time; in some 
eases the observer is even obliged to conceal himself 
to detect them. The expert should never neglect 
this precaution when he has any doubts as to the 
case. 

Long periods of intermittence in the manifestation 
of this act have been recorded. Bellanger tells us 
of a cribber which, during the Italian campaign of 
1858, had never cribbed, but which resumed this 
habit upon his return to his stable in Paris. The 
same observation may be made every day. Very 
often the removal or change of the body which acts 
as a support will be sufficient to cause the disappear- 
ance of this defect. Unfortunately, this remedial 
measure is only temporary in its effect; the animal 
s00n manages to find a new place, and the habit is 
recommenced. 

Many remedies for cribbing have been devised. 
The one which seems to give the best results is a 
leather strap placed more or less tightly around the 
neck at the level of the throat. In conjunction with 
work, it produces good effects upon vigorous horses 
which become restless through a too prolonged 
standing inthe stable. We have performed tenotomy 
upon the sterno-maxillary muscles, but without 
success. Cribbing horses are subject to flatulence 
of the intestines, as has been said. The quantity of 
air which they swallow is sometimes so enormous 
that it causes a distention of the intestines ac- 
companied by colicky pains. Fortunately, the 
latter are not of a serious character. Brisk exercise 
and the occasional application of the whip, if neces- 
sary, forcing the animal to run, jump, and kick, will 
‘00n cause the expulsion of the gas. But it escapes 
through the anus and not through the oesophagus. 


From “The Exterior of the Horse,’ GouBaux kT 
Barrier, (HaRGER) 


—_ 


Poisoning or Foxes.—At Stewkley ur. Leighton Buzzard, 
‘our dead foxes were found in a field, while on a neighbour- 
ing farm a dead vixen has been found with a number of 

ving cubs. On examination of the vixen, Mr. Mead, V.5., 
of Leighton, pronounced her to have been poisoned. It is 

‘ated that the hunt committee are making strict investiga- 
as eight foxes have already been found poisoned. 


THE J. H. STEEL MEMORIAL. 


A general meeting of the subscribers to the fund was 
held at 10, Red Lion Square, at 4 p.m. on the 4th May, 
1892. In the unavoidable absence of Mr. Roalfe Cox, 
the chair was taken by Mr. F. W. Wragg. 

Letters were read from Mr. Cox, Mr. Malcolm, Mr. G. 
Gartside Mayor, Mr. Bloye, Col. Thomson and Mr. J. 
Simpson, J.P. Mr. Thatcher, solicitor, also sent a letter 
re the money of thedefunct National v. Congress of 1881 
lying in Mr, Banham’s hands, owing to Professor Mac- 
queen’s objection to its being paid over to the fund. Mr. 
Thatcher added that he declined to receive a fee for his 
trouble in this matter,and limited his charge to come 
trifling out of pocket expenses. 

It was moved by Dr. Fleming, C.B., “ That Professor 
Macqueen be interviewed with regard to his objection to 
the balance in money, held over from the first National 
v. Congress now in the hands of Mr. Banham, being 
transferred to the Steel Memorial Fund, with a view to 
the removal of his objection.” 

Dr. Fleming regretted Prof. Macqueen had not atten- 
ded the recent meeting of the survivors of the N. V. Con- 
gress and that he had been unable to attend the present 
meeting, because the objections would probably not have 
been made. The profession had been kept fully informed 
of what was being done, and as only one gent!eman had 
objected, there was every probability of this objection be- 
ing removed. 

r. C. Stephenson, of Newcastle, seconded the motion, 
and eaniel that it was better to approach Mr, Mac- 
queen in a friendly spirit. 

The motion being carried, Professor Shave was asked to 
see Prof. Macqueen. 

The report of the Working Committee was read :— 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 

On the 8th January, 1891, the veterinary profession 
sustained a heavy loss by the death of Professor John 
Henry Steel who died a martyr to duty in Bombay at the 
early age of 36. During his career his zeal, perseverance 
and kindness of heart gained him so many friends an 
admirers that it was determined his name should not be 
allowed to pass into oblivion. The history of the move- 
ment is very much like that of most others. Letters 
appeared in the periodicals showing the drif: of the pro- 
fessional mind ; then a few friends, notably Messrs. Hunt- 
ing and J. W. Axe, sounded the leading men in the pro- 
fession, then a meeting was called in 10 Red Lion 
Square, which was kindly lent for the purpose, and so the 
fund was launched. The first meeting of the general 
committee was held on the 19th March, 1891. Mr. 
Roalfe Cox was elected chairman, Dr. Fleming, C.B., and 
Mr. F. W. Wragg undertook the offices of treasurers, and 
Mr. Raymond that of hon. sec. A working committee 
was then selected, the names being: Col. Lambert, C.B., 
Captain J. W. Evans, Prof. Pritchard, Councillor J. 
Simpson, J.P., Mr. S. Slocock, Mr. Mulvey, Prof. Axe, 
Prof. Shave, Mr. Hurndall, the chairman, treasurer and 
secretary. 

The working committee decided to appeal for sub- 
scriptions for the following object, namely : “ That when 
collected the funds should be expended in a prize which 
should be named after the lamented J. H. Steel.” It 
decided that strict economy should be observed in bring- 
ing the scheme before the public, as it was not known how 
much money would be subscribed. Fortunately the 
editors of the professional papers most generously opened 
their columns, free of cost, to the memorial, and have 
throughout rendered every assistance in their power. It 
was thought desirable to make a special onpen to old 
students who were at College with Steel, and through the 
kindness of Mr. J. Hurndall, who took a great eal of 
trouble in the matter, the working committee was put in 
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possession of their names, etc. and was able to aeeeete 
them individually by circular. Circulars were also sent 
to the presidents of all the veterinary medical societies, 
and generally with happy results, as will be seen by the 
treasurer’s report. 

The working committee further decided to appeal to 
the schools, to India, and the Colonies. In order to get 
as many names as possible and particularly to have the 
names of as many ‘students as possible upon the list, the 
committee settled that no subscription however small 
should be refused. 

The principals of the schools in Scotland were asked 
to submit the memorial to the students, and although no 
answer was received from Glasgow and Dick’s students, 
Mr. A. P. Gribble forwarded £5 5s. from the funds of the 
association which meets in Professor Williams’ College. 
Mr. Harris who was president of the Students’ Union in 
Camden Town, was good énough to try to collect funds 
amongst his brother students. Unfortunately he was un- 
successful, but he moved in the Council of the College 
Veterinary Association that a sum of £5 5s. be subscribed 
and that was passed. It will be noticed that the students 
as a body have been singularly apathetic in this matter, 
so that the question arises as to whether they have not 
already sufficient encouragement in the way of prizes. 
This leads to the wishes of several gentlemen who con- 
sider that the prize should be open to post graduate stu- 
dents. This subject can only be settled by a vote of the 
general meeting of the subscribers. 

The Hon. Secretary wrote to Veterinary Supt. Colonel 
Russell, A.V.D., in India, in order to obtain funds, but 
no answer was received. 

In view of the fact that no answer was received from 
India, that the expense for printing and postage to the 
Colonies would be heavy and the result very doubtful, it 
was decided not to incu: the expense of canvassing the 
Colonies otherwise than through the columns of our 
periodicals. The working committee had considerable 
expectation, that the £57 in Mr. Banham’s hands would 
be added to the fund. They have been disappointed, but 
they still hope that the money may reach the 
treasurer. 

The treasurers’ report was next taken. 


| 
It showed that they received 258 6 6 
The expenses for printing, postage, &c. 42 3 
Leaving a balance of “4 4 3 


There was still a printer’s bill of a few shillings which 
— not been received and which would have to be 
paid. 

. The names of the subscribers was read out as fol- 
ows :— 


Dr. Fiemine’s List. 


C, Hunting 5 5 0}; W.S. Carless 010 0 
F. W. Forsdyke F. W. Barling 010 0 
A.V.D. 1 1 J. Malcolm 
KE. Faulkner 1 1 W. Carless 
8S. Villar 1 1 O| W. Taylor 010 0 
T. W. Lepper 1 1 0} A. Over 0.10 0 
H. M. Singleton 010 6 | H. & W.A. Edgar2 2 0 
J. D. Lambert 1 1 0} E.S. Shave 110 
J. Bell 1 1 O|} R.J. Trigger 110 
M. Hedley 1 1 0! J.McKenny and 
J. V. Meredith | Irish Subrs. 2919 0 
A.V.D. 1 0 J.B. Savage, 
F. W. Kendall 1 0 0 A.V.D. i, ee 
G. Fleming 1 0 0° J. McCall 22 0 
R. F. Frost, H. Thomson 22 0 
A.V.D. 1 1 O| M.J. Hedley and 
G. H. West 05 0 Irish Subrs. 34 4 0 


May 14, 1892 
£ 8, £ d, 
T. Hopkin and J. Clark 110 
Lancashire subrs.6 6 0 | W. Awde 010 6 
C. Sheather 1 1 0| W. Wilson 010 6 
D. M. Storrar 1 1 0 | G. Newsome 010 6 
J. Storrar & Son 1 1 O | T. McGuiness 110 
J. Temple 010 6 | E. H. Leach 110 
W. J. Williams 010 6 
T. H. Merrick and 125 19 6 
Son 1 1 0O| Fleming, expenses 
R. Hughes 010 6 13 9 
G. Wartnaby 1 1 0O| Hedley, expenses 
G. H. Elder 1 1 0 
S. K. Nariman 110 
A. J. Haslam, 249 
A.V.D. 
J. & H.Sumner 1 1 0 Total 123 14 9 
©. Rutherford, 
A.V.D., and A.V.D. 
Subscribers 816 0 
Mx. Wraa@e’s List. 
£. s. a. 
J. 8. Hurndall 1 1 0O| C. Stephenson 5 5 0 
B. Glover 2 2 0} Prof. Brown a 
F. Raymond 1 1 0} Members of 
J. D. Barford 110 E.V.M.A. 5 0 0 
W. H. Bloye 5 O 0} Prof. Pritchard 1 1 0 
Sir F. Fitzwygram 1 0 ©) Prof. Williams 1 1 0 
J. R. Cox 1 1 0O| Prof. Walley 1 1 0 
J. B. Wolsten Prof. M‘Fadyean 1 1 0 
holme 1 1 0 | RoyalC.V.M.A. 1010 0 
A. C. Piesse 0 10 6;| Some Members Lin- 
A. Harris 010 0 con V.M.A. 10 7 6 
A. Lawson ee 2nd donation 010 0 
E. J. Millett 1 1 O| Prof. Axe 11 0 
T. Olver 1 1 SB. Slocock 
J. Barton 010 6) A. Rogerson 110 
J. Hammond 1 1 O|} T. Burrell fe 
F. W. Willett 0 2 6)| Central V.M.S. 21 0 6 
W. F. Garside 1 1 ©) Prof.Macqueen 1 1 0 
M. Clarke 010 W. B. Walters 11 0 
R. Roberts 0 2 6! A.P. Gribble, 
G.R.Edmonds 010 6 N.V.C. 5 5 0 
J. C. Bonnett 1 1 0. T. Greaves 220 
A. Wheatley 1 1 O| F.W. Wragg 1 1 0 
F. G. Samson 1 1 0|} — Byrne 
C. Hartle 1 1 0} Eastern Counties 
W.C. B. Revill 010 6,  V.M.A. 10 0 0 
T. Leather 010 6 H.C. Legge A. 9 
R. Rutherford 1 1 Jas. Simpson 
W. F. Barrett 1 1 O| W. Hunting 110 
C. Rose 010 6) W.J. Mulvey 110 
A. Moore 010 
J. Ward 34 132 7 90 
E. Batt 22 0 
P. G. Batt 2 2 0. By disbursements 
J. Reynolds hr Capt. Raymond 
W. Woods 110 116 6 
J. A. W. Dollar 010 6) Banker’s charge 
H. G. Rogers 010 6° 
H. Kidd 010 6° » 4 
F. Smith 2 2 0| 1h 
W. R. Eme 010 6) 
J. B. Nisbet. Balance 130 9 6 
A. W. Mason I 1 


The meeting proceeded to consider the form the 


memorial should take. 
To meet the wishes of the meeting, 
fied the motions he had forwarded so 4s 


lows :-- 


Mr. Hunting modi- 
to read as fol 
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That the memorial take the form of a reward 
for scientific or literary work of merit, connected 
with the profession, and that it be limited to Mem- 
bers of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

‘Chis was seconded by Mr. A. Leather and carried 
unanimously. 

Dr. G. Fleming, C.B., moved, and Mr. C. Stephenson, 
Newcastle, seconded :— 

That the reward be in the form of a medal to be 
designated the “The John Henry Steel Medal”; 
that the medal be of gold, and of appropriate form 
and device.” 

Carried nem. con. 

Mr. W. Hunting proposed, and Mr. C, Stephenson 
seconded :— 

“That the Council of the R.C.V.S. be asked to 
accept the amount subscribed, conditionally upon 
their agreeing to form a Steel Memorial.” 

Carried nem. con. 

Mr, A. Leather moved, and Professor Shave secon- 

“That in the event of the Council accepting the 
amount, and agreeing to the conditions, the 
treasurers be empowered to hand the money over to 
the Council.” 

Carried nem. con. 

Professor Shave moved and Major Glover seconded :— 

“That in the event of the Fund left in the hands 
of Mr. Banham by the late National Veterinary Con- 
gress being forthcoming. it be added to the J. H. 
Steel Memorial Fund.” 

Carried unanimously. 

After votes of thanks had been passed to the chairman 

(Mr. R. Cox), the vice-chairman (Mr. Wragg), the 


treasurers and hon. secretary, the meeting was closed. 
F. Raymonp, Hon. Sec. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


This Society held its usual monthly meeting ov Thurs- 
day night the 5th inst., at the Royal College of Veteri- 
hary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn. Mr. W. 
Roots, the President presided, and there were also present : 
A.L. Butters, H. W. Caton, Col. Duck, J. A. W. Dollar, 
H.D. Gibbings, A.E. Gostling, Wm. Hunting, Prof. 
Penberthy, Wm. Roots, J. E. Rickards, Jas. Rowe, 
H. G. Rogers, C. Sheather, J. F. Simpson, F. Samson, 
F.W. Wragg, W. Willis, and J. Woodger. 

On the motion of Mr. J. A. W. Dottar, seconded by 
Mr. A. L. Burrers the minutes of the preceding meet- 
ing were taken as read and confirmed as correct. 


Tue Recent Counci Exxcrion, R.C.V.S. 


_ Mr. J. F. Simpson :—I¢hink, Mr. President, that now 
isthe proper time for me to thank the members of this 
“lety for the very handsome support which, I have 
‘very reason to believe, they accorded me on the occasion 
the recent election of the Council of the Royal College 
eterinary Surgeons. 
ABSENTEES, 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. H. G. Rogers) :—I have 
‘eelved letters from Capt. I. Matthews and Mr. H. 
ithers expressing regret at their inability to attend the 
gthisevening. Mr. W. J. Mulvey, who was to 


have opened the discussion on Professor Penberthy’s 
paper concerning “ Professional Conduct,” writes ;—*“I 
have to go into the country and I shall not be be able to 
attend the meeting of the Central Society in time to 
open the discussion. I may, however, get to the meet- 
ing later.” 
New MEMBER. 

A ballot, which was next taken, resulted in the unani- 
mous election of Mr. Willett. M.R.C.V.S. of Staines, as a 
Fellow of the Society. 


PROFESSIONAL Conpvucrt.” 


The CHarrMan stated that, in the unavoidable ab- 
sence of Mr. Mulvey, Mr. J. F. Simpson had, at the last 
moment, kindly undertaken to open the discussion on 
Prof. Penberthy’s paper dealing with the subject of 
“ Professional Conduct.” (The paper appeared in The 
Veterinary Record of the 16th April.) 

Mr, J. F. Simpson said that, as they would readily 
understand from what had been stated, he was wholly 
unprepared to deal with Professor Penberthy's paper as 
it should be dealt with. His speech would be the very 
imperfect one of a man who consented to perform a task, 
without his having received notice of what was required 
of him, and consequently it would be an unprepared 
speech. Prof. Penberthy deserved their thanks for giv- 
ing them a paper which provided so much material for 
discussion, but whether the suggestions he had made 
were practical or not it would be for them to decide. 
Personally he (Mr. Simpson) saw no reason why the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons should have anythin 
likea schedule of offences with which they had to deal, 
because they had already ample powers under sec, 6 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act for the removal of anyone con- 
victed of certain offences; and, further, that section 
enabled them to exercise their own judgment in deter- 
mining disgraceful professional conduct. 

Prof. Penberthy had referred to the powers possessed 
by other professional bodies but the Legislature in pass- 
ing the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act had dealt most liberally 
with the Council of their College, and appeared to have 
accorded them more powers than were conferred upon 
other corporate bodies. So far as offences were puuish- 
able they already had them distinctly defined in the Act. 
Hence it was needless to refer to that class of offences 
because they could not alter them. He (Mr. Simpson) 
saw a great deal of difficulty in their having a list of 
offences the commital of which would involve removal. 
What was needed was that they should always be careful 
to maintain a council of practical men, of men of mature 
age and worldly experience as well as scientific knowledge. 
With these precautions, he thought they might safely 
leave their Council tu determine questions of disgraceful 
professional conduct; and, might rely upon their doing 
what they conceived to be right. On the other hand, if 
they had a council of very scientific men who, however, 
were not practical and to a certain extent worldly, then 
he thought, if the suggestions of Prof. Penberthy were 
adopted, they would place in the hands of their council 
a very dangerous piece of miachinery ; because they 
might have ou the council a majority of men with ex- 
treme and impracticable views of what was right and 
what was wrong. He hoped that the veterinary pro- 
fession was gaining in public respect, but as his friend, 
their Secretary (Mr. Rogers) said to him one day “ he 
did not think ‘that they were very likely to attain the 
dignity of Harley Street physicians whose page boys 
received the patients’ cards on a silver salver upon which 
they presented them to their masters.” (Laughter.) If 
veterinary surgeons were anxious to progress too rapidly 
he was afraid they would render entrance into the pro- 
fessivn difficult, and men would hesitate to join it if they 
knew they were liable to be dealt with for offences con- 


tained in a schedule ora code which those gentlemen 
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who were disposed to advance too rapidly laid down for 
the guidance of the council. Of course, different views 
were taken hy different men as to what should be the 

roper conduct and behaviour of veterinary surgeons. 
He had even heard discussed the manner in which those 
surgeons should dress and it was proposed that there 
should be a rule laid down on the subject. It was said 
that a veterinary surgeon might always be known by the 
fact of his driving in a yellow trap and wearing a dirty 
white hat. (Laughter.) He hoped that veterinary 
surgeons discarded dirty white hats and yellow traps 
now-a-days. After all, they must leave their practical 
council to determine what was and what was not proper 
conduct. In the case of solicitors struck off the rolls for 
misconduct, the solicitors could appeal to the Judges of 
the Supreme Court for re-instatement but the judges 
as a rule confirmed the decision of the committee of the 
Incorporated Law Society. In the case of persons re- 
moved from the profession by the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons they (the parties sought 
to be removed) had the right of appeal to the Privy 
Council. The College Council had, it appeared to him, 
only the power of removal. Now if they could in any 
way—they could not under the present Act—deal with 
offenders by fining them, he thought it would be well. 
Removal in the case of a man holding a decent position, 
meant ruin in a professional sense. 

It might be said that they should suspend for a short 
time a man found guilty of unprofessional conduct, but 
even that would be a severe punishment to a man in the 
— he indicated. However willing the council might 

to spare him, the fact of his suspension would, in all 

probability, become known in the district in which he 
worked, and his prospects would be blasted. Punish- 
ment by the imposition of a fine would be preferable, but 
that, as he (Mr. Simpson) read the Act was impossible. 
He thought that neither the governing bodies of phy- 
sicians, surgeons, pharmaceutical chemists, nor ac- 
countants possessed anything like a complete schedule 
of offences, but that the professions concerned left it 
pretty much to their councils to decide what was and 
what was not professional conduct. He thought he 
might say—and Col. Duck would correct him if he were 
wrong—that the same thing applied to the Army; and 
there was no defined long list of offences for which 
an officer was deemed unworthy of wearing her Majest’s 
uniform. He believed it was left to the judgment and 
the fairness of courts-martial to determine conduct un- 
becoming an officer and a gentlemen. (Col. Duck: you 
are quite right.) An offender dealt with by the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was adequately 
protected. He had the privilege of appealing direct to 
the Privy Council so that, with the powers the Council 
Sint every member of the profession was perfectly 
safe. 

Certain offences specified by Prof. Penberthy would 
undoubtedly be considered disgraceful by any profes- 
sional council ; nothing, for example, could be more 
disgraceful than for a duly qualified veterinary surgeon 
to cover an unqualified practitioner. As to advertising, 
that was a very difficult matter to deal with. There was 
direct and indirect advertising. There were, however, 
cases where the Council would have no difficulty in 
determining whether the advertising was one of a dis- 
graceful nature. He was not aware that in what he was 
about to say he was revealing any secret of the Council, 
and he was not sure that the case had not been mentioned 
in the veterinary journals. The Council had before 
them the case of a man advertising and, amongst his 
many other qualifications, the advertiser annnounced his 
ability to convert a four year into a five year old horse 
by his method of treating the teeth. The council would, 
in due course, deal with that case in accordance with their 
legal powers. He (Mr. Simpson) mentioned this to show 


that members were safe in the hands of the council, if 
they would only take the trouble to report cases which 
they considered disgraceful. Other cases of advertising 
remained to be dealt with by the council. There was, 
however, advertising and advertising; and he did not 
think that if a man simply advertised his name and 
residence and the fact that he was a Member or a Fellow 
of the College, they could safely deal with him with the 
chance of having their decision confirmed by the Privy 
Council. Prof. Penberthy referred to the case of a man, 
who held what should be the honourable distinction of 
a Fellow of the College, advertising that he was the only 
gentleman who held that qualification in the county in 
which he resided. Well, he (Mr. a thought it 
was very unbecoming that a gentleman should so far for- 
get himself, as to advertise in that invidious way. Then, 
as to the question of sign-boards, Professor Penberthy 
did not say they should deal with a man as an offender 
because he exhibited a sign board. There were sign 
boards and sign boards. Suppose they removed from 
the register the name of a man who was content to put 
on his sign board his name and qualification and the fact 
that he shod horses and had an infirmary, he (Mr. 
Simpson) doubted very much whether the Privy Council 
would approve their action. Of course the exhibition of 
cards, etc. in public houses was disgraceful. No doubt 
the council, on receiving from a practitioner in the same 
locality a complaint that this was being done by a fellow 
ractitioner, would deal with the latter as the law allowed. 
hen with regard to one veterinary surgeon soliciting 
and getting the work of another veterinary surgeon, it 
was found difficult to prove such cases because the client 
was reluctant to give evidence as to his own action in the 
matter, he was often ashamed of having yielded to the 
solicitation made to him. As to the exhibition of medi- 
cines for sale in shops, that was frequently done by 
members of the medical profession. He knew of one 
instance in which a duly qualified medical man advertised 
on his wire blind “ Medicine and advice are given for one 
shilling.” In the veterinary profession they complained of 
men issuing circulars setting forth the fees for which they 
are ready to attend animals by contract, whether horses or 
cattle, but he thought that so long as members of the 
medical profession were not interfered with by the medical 
council for thus advertising upon wire blinds, they could 
hardly complain of circulars intimating that a veterinary 
surgeon was prepared to attend horses for 5/-per annum. 
He did not, however, hesitate to say that the issuing of 
circulars of that kind was very unfair to those who had 
to practice in the same locality, but whether it consti- 
tuted an offence sufficiently serious to justify the removal 
of a man’s name from the register, was a very doubtful 
question. Personally speaking, he should like to see @ 
discontinuance of the practice. " 
He thought that the addition of the letter “ L”’ after 
“ M.R.C.V.S.” was unnecessary. He believed that those 
who used the additional letter did so not with the object 
of misleading but with a view of impressing people — 
the idea that they were bigger men than those who usec 
the simple affix “M.R.C.V.S.” The “L” might mean 
that London was the school at which they studied. It was 
to be remembered, however, that there was Barend pend 
diploma-granting body—the Royal College of \ oterinaty 
Surgeons. As to the use of the College arms and - 
he simply regarded that as an exhibition of bad taste ~ 
as it was in the case of a freemason who displayed in P 
business transactions the symbols of 
had occasionally seen certain signs on the paper . — é 
inary. surgeons who corresponded with him but he only 
; ; d he did not 
regarded this as an evidence of bad taste, an io. 
think it should be deemed an offence. As P ca yap a 
berthy said, other professions did not do it and . rs a 
be hoped that the practice would be discontinue 4 a it) 
veterinary profession. (The SECRETARY :—Chemists 
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He quite agreed with Professor Penberthy when he 
said: “ There are many members of our profession who, 


as a result of their individualities, occupy enviable social 


itions, but we cannot refrain from expressing the view 


example to the younger ones very often. When they 
heard of an old practitioner doing the veterinary work of 
a large firm for 5s. per horse per annum, he thought 
there was something decidedly wrong. Of course one 


that that attainment is rendered more difficult and slower | heard and saw the difficulty that was urged. If a gentle- 


- by the action of others within our pale.” That was so 


undoubtedly. They must all have felt that, while one 


man was striving to elevate himself in his profession, | 


there was, not very far from his own town- -or even his 
own door—a man who was doing anything but credit to 
his profession ; and, the fact of his remaining in his old 
groove undoubtedly kept the other one back in the eyes 
of the public. Finally, Professor Penberthy says: 
“ Though the initiative must remain with the Council I 
think its hands may be materially strengthened by the 
action of Veterinary Medical Societies through whose 
discussions the feelings of the profession are made mani- 
fest.” That, in reality, was the use of Professor Pen- 
berthy’s paper; that they might be able to give some sort 
of hint—hints that were always acceptable to the Coun- 
cil—as to what they should take into consideration, when- 
ever complaints were brought before them of members of 
the profession acting ina manner which their neighbours 


’ might consider other than creditable. (Applause.) 


Mr. W. Huntine said that although he agreed to 
some extent with Mr. Simpson’s remarks on Professor 
Penberthy’s paper, yet he desired to offer a few observa- 
tions of his own. In considering this subject he could not 
help being reminded of a committee of which he heard the 
other day which met for the purpose of drafting a peti- 
tion or memorial to Her Majesty, and the first sentence 
of the first clause of which ran : “ Conscious as we are of 
our own unworthiness.” When this was read, the reader 
was interrupted by another gentleman suggesting, “ don’t 
you think it would be better to say “Conscious as we 
are of all other people’s unworthiness,” and that, Mr. 
Hunting thought, spoiled the petition. Now, in discuss- 
ing Professor Penberthy’s paper, one could not help feel- 
ing that they were apt to be more conscious of their fel- 
low practitioners unworthiness than of their own. Per- 
sonally speaking, it was remarkable how little fault he 


| man was getting, say, 15s. per horse and a younger man 
| sprang up and offered to do the work for less, the older 
practitioner reduced his fee to 10s. and it might be to 5s. 
| or, in sheer awkwardness, he would agree to do the work 
for nothing rather than it should be taken out of his 
hands. He did not think that that man acted squarely 
towards the profession in pushing into a corner the 
younger men around him. Heshould in such caase, act 
with a little magnaminity, if not throw up the job alto- 
gether. 

“Covering,” he thought, should be treated as a breach of 
professional conduct. Now that they had their Act of 
Parliament and a monopoly, more or less, of the word 
“ veterinary,” they should takecare that unqualified men 
were not enabled indirectly to use it by the protection of 
qualified men, This was not, however, so easy a matter 
so it might appear at first sight. Of course, the grosser 
forms of covering where a qualified man agreed to receive 
so much a year as the condition. of allowing the use of his 
name with the letters “M.R.C.V.S.” attached, was easily 
detected and guarded against ; but supposing the quali- 
fied took the unqualified man as his assistant ; the case is 
less easy. Or,say,a man without a diploma practised and 
got a tolerably substantial practice, and found himself 
hampered at every point by his not being able to sign 
certificates and go to law courts, he would say to himself 
“ The best thing I can do is to get some young fellow 
who has just got his diploma and join him. He could put 
up M.R.C.V\S., and [cannot.”” That would be covering. 
But suppose the man went to a young veterinary and 
said “ Look here, if you will start as M.R.C.V.S., I will 
‘let you have my premises and then act as your assis. 
| tant.’ How were they going to prevent that! The man 
was an assistant ostensibly at so much per week, but the 
| practice was reallyhis. That was covering none the less, 
| That opened up the question of the use of unqualified 


had to find with his own professional etiquette and pro- | assistants. The practice among a good number of veter- 


fessional conduct, and how frequently he saw errors in | inary surgeons had been to employ unqualified assistants. 
other people’s professional conduct. Possibly he did | If those unqualified assistants really meant to get their 
things which his neighbour disliked, and which was quite diplomas he did not see any harm in the practice. But 
as bad in his eyes, as were the things which his neigh- men were kept on as unqualified assistants from year to 
bour did, and which he (Mr. Hunting) considered in- year, until in fact they quarrelled with their principals, or 
tolerably bad in his neighbour. The unprofessional con- | their principals quarrelled with them, and then at the 
duct of which they complained, could be traced, as arule | age—say of thirty—the assistants were turned adrift 
to two causes : greediness and povety. He did not think knowing no other trade or calling. They had to live some- 


there was any excuse for the first cause ; he did not think | 


there was any excuse for aman who hada good practice 
or a small independence, doing a dirty trick to his neigh- 
bour. Not ovly should such a man not be guilty of 
anything their Act of Parliament called “ unprofessional 
conduct ’’ but he should do nothing which his neighbour 
might fairly call “unprofessional conduct.” Then as to 


the other cause—poverty—he thought that that might’ 


very often be accepted, if not as a justification, at least 
4s some excuse. Hence he would make some allowance 
for many things in a young man starting practice, which 
he would not make allowance for after. In that connec- 
tion, soliciting practice would come. How was a,young 
man starting practice in a town, immediately after ob- 
taining his diploma, ever to get any. Say all the practice 
was already in the hands of another practitioner, or of an 
unqualified practitioner. The young man, who had 
probably not enough money to buy a practice, must get 
one somehow. Well, he must make it. He must send 
round circulars and cards, and in :roduce himself to possi- 
ble clients here and there. He (Mr. Hunting) thought 

re was considerable allowance to be made for a man 
starting practice having recourse to solicitation. He 
thought, too, that the older practitioners might set an 


how and were forced to obtain practice. They might not 
call themselves veterinary surgeons but those were just 
the sort of men who got somebody to coverthem, He 
thought that if they were going to stop men using the 
words “ veterinary surgeon” who had no right to them, 
they would have to be very careful in guarding against 
the offence of covering. 

As to advertising, he should he extremely glad to 
see advertising not adopted in their profession any 
more than in the medical, but as a matter of fact 
medical men did advertise. Hardly a week passed 
but they would see in The Lancet or The British Medical 
Journal, some complaint about advertising medical men 
together with a copy of their advertisement. So far as 
an advertisement was not of immoral nature, he did not 
think they could legally interfere, but the advertised 
offer to perform such operations as that mentioned by 
Mr. Simpson, of “ bishoping ’’ a horse was tantamount to 
the offer of professional services to enable an wn 
scruplous man to perpetrate a fraud. With respect to 
advertising it was to be borne in mind that in some cases 
veterinary surgeons were the owners of forges, and hence 
they were tradesmen as well as provessional men, Could 
they divide themselves / If they had a forge they were 
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tradesmen. As tradesmen, were they not entitled to 
advertise their forges? What harm was there in that? 
Surely a man had as much right to advertise his forge as 
a greengrocer had to advertise his shop or a theatrical 
manager had to advertise his dramas, How did an artist 
advertise himself? Not directly but indirectly. He let 
out his picture to be exhibited by a Bond Street picture 
dealer and the latter employed a number of sandwich 
men to parade the:streets with boards announcing “ the 
great picture of Mr. So-and-so, R.A.” Actors adver- 
tised in the most glaring manver, and so did actresses. 
They had, for instance, their portraits exhibited wherever 
they could; and outside the Gaiety Theatre could be 
seen a representation of Miss Lottie Collins disporting 
herself in her famous song of “ Ta-ra-ra-boom-de-ay.” 
(Laughter.) Why should veterinary surgeons not adver- 
vertise as well? He did not say they should advertise 
but it was extremely difficult, when a man combined a 
trade with a profession, to say that he should not adver- 
tise at all or that there was any impropriety in his adver- 
tising his forge. 

As to veterinary surgeons answering queries in the 
lay press, he thought they might tolerate some of the 
answers given, because if the advice tendered were adopted 
it would inevitably result in work for the veterinary pro- 
fession. (Laughter.) It was remarkable that some of 
the gentlemen who undertook to reply to queries in the 
lay press had the boldness to write the nonsense they did. 
He made, however, au exception in the caseof The Live 
Stock Journal, That journal had apparently two veteri- 
nary surgeons on its staff who signed their initials, and 
they gave some very sensible answers to the questions put. 
Often they referred the enquirer to the nearest veterinary 
surgeon. Those who undertook to answer questions 
did not advertise themselves exactly, but they did harm 
to the whole profession py making out that it was not 
necessary for a veterinasy surgeon to see the case, (hear, 
hear)—by depreciating the value of a man’s personal 
attendance and observation, and by creating a false idea 
in the public mind that a cure was to be effected by read- 
ing something in a paper or using something out of a bot- 
tle. (Hear,hear.) That was the root of all the quackery 
in human and veterinary practice. 

With regard to the use of the College crest and arms, 
Mr. Hunting said, they must crawl befure they could 
walk. As yet they were a young profession and, just as 
the natives of South Africa and New Zealand bedizened 
themselves with red feathers and painted their faces and 
bodies, so their weaker or more artistic brethren in the 
veterinary profession used symbolic embellishments to 
impress the outside public with a notion of their grandeur 
and importance. (Laughter.) He was not aware of 
anything to prevent a man advertising on his letter 
paper the fact that he was an ex-president of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, but it was nevertheless 
a gross breach of taste. He had seen this announcement 
on letter paper, and thought it ought not tc have been 
there. It seemed to imply that one must necessarily be 
a good practitioner because he happened to have been 
president of the College. Withall due respect he did not 
think that aman was elected to that presidential chair on 
account of his great skill either in veterinary medicine or 
veterinary surgery. In conclusion he said that he was 
inclined to think that the only two offences against the 
Act that they should keep in mind were covering and the 
grosser forms of advertising. The rest of Prof. Penberthy’s 

per seemed to him to be more properly defined as deal- 
ing with professional etiquette and offences against that 
than professional conduct and offences against it. (App.) 

The Secretary asked Mr. Hunting whether he in- 
cluded in his definition of “covering” an occasional con- 
sultation of a qualified veterinary surgeon with an 
unqualified man ? 


Mr. Huntine: -— No, I should not consider that as 
covering at all. 

The Secretary :—I only asked for information. 

Mr. Samson thought that if they were going to sto 
advertising they should begin at the fountain head, ani 
he pointed out that the Royal Veterinary College 
advertised. They advertised just as much as indi- 
vidual members of the profession. They advertised 
that they had an infirmary, and that they shod horses at 
a certain price. Further, they advertised what they kept 
horses for, and how cheap they did their work. 

Mr. Do.tar said he supposed in regard to the point 
introduced by the previous speaker, the Royal Veterinary 
College depended upon the maxim that was enunciated 
many years ago, that Corporations had neither bodies to 
be kicked nor souls to be damned ; and, therefore, they 
were perfectly safe in the course they adopted. Whether 
it was profitable or not was another question. Advertin 
to Mr. Simpson’s remarks it seemed to him (Mr. Dollar) 
that the scheduling of offences against professional eti- 
quette, although a very difficult matter to carry to a suc- 
cessful issue, would, if it could be done, prove very use- 
ful in strengthening the hands of their Council ; and, in- 
asmuch as they, the members of the profession, must in 
the end be the judges of what was and what was not pro- 
fessional conduct, he thought that the work was one in 
which they might very fairly busy themselves. Mr. 
Simpson referred—and he (Mr. Dollar) perfectly agreed 
with him in the remarks he made—to the unfortunate 
fact that the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons possessed apparently only one form f punish- 
ment which might be meted out to offenders against their 
professional code of etiquette, and that was the punish- 
ment of removal from the Register. He considered that 
this was unfortunate, because anyone who had, even in the 
most slender way, gone into the question of the relation 
between offences and the punishments they entailed, must 
be aware that excessive severity of punishment had 
always acted, not as a deterrent from crime, but almost 
as an auxiliary to it; and it was found in the good old 
days, that in spite of the fact that sheep-stealing was 
made an offence for which a man might be executed, it 
was very rarely indeed than an informer could be found 
to betray or a jury to convict a man accused of that 
offence ; and, he believed, that on all occasions and in all 
countries where the penal code was excessively severe, 
that fact was continually cropping up. He thought, too, 
that the tendency of modern legislation was entirely 
opposed to excessive severity of punishment. As to the 
third point, he thought that Mr. Simpson rather adopted 
an attitude of minimising offences. He rather seemed, to 
his (Mr. Dollar’s) mind, to act as an apologist for the 
offender against professional etiquette, and he put for- 
ward what he regards as the probability that the Privy 
Council might reinstate a person whom the College 
Council struck off the rolls for certain offences, as a reply 
to those who advocated improved procedure in dealing 
with offenders. He would ask Mr. Simpson whether a 
single case had occurred where a person who had been 
struck off the Register, had been reinstated on appeal to 
a Privy Council. Such a case had not occurred within 
his (Mr. Dollar’s) knowledge. Further, Mr. Simpson 
said that it was very difficult to prove solicitation. He 
put forward one side of the question only where the per- 
son solicited had yielded to the solicitation, and he would 
have us velieve that on that account it would be very 
difficult to convict any veterinary of solicitation. He 
(Mr. Dollar) however, was of opinion that, in very many 
instances it would be quite possible to convict gentlemen 
of their profession of solicitation, inasmuch as the person 
approached did not invariably yield ; and he had within 
his own experience, had placed in his hands circulars 
offering to attend animals and do necessary operations at 
much lower rates than those which he was now recelv- 
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ing; and he thought if it were recognised that solicita- 
tion was an offence against professional etiquette, such 
eases would be deserving of being brought under the 
notice of their council. Although he might, perhaps, be 
considered puritanical, yet he thought they might deal in 
a code of professional etiquette with consultants. Albeit 
he had not suffered from the well-intentioned efforts of 
consultants, he had been informed by friends that oc- 
casionally the methods adopted, however satisfactory 
they might have been to the client or the consultant, had 
been anything but satisfactory to the practitioner who 
had requisitioned the services of the consulter. Alluding 
to Mr. Hunting’s remarks about the man who was both 
a veterinary surgeon and carried on in addition the trade 
of a farrier, or who employed labour of that description, 
and whom it would be difficult, in Mr. Hunting’s opinion 
to convict of unprofessional conduct in advertising, Mr. 
Dollar said that it seemed to him that while there was 
no objection whatever to a man advertising his forge, in- 
asmuch as that was his business, so long as he kept that 
business separate from his profession. In that case no 
one would wish to interfere with him. It was only when 
a man made his forge an excuse for unprofessional adver- 
tising of a gross kind in relation to his professional quali- 
fications, that he thought they would wish to proceed 
against him. 

Mr. Smupson :—Perhaps it would be convenient if I 
now answered Mr, Dollar’s question. He asks if I know 
any instance where, on removal of a name from the 
Register by the Council, and an appeal being made by the 
Member so removed the Privy Council have ordered the 
reinstatement of hisname. I have no recollection of any 
such case, but I think that may be accounted for by the 
fact that the College Council have never gone the length 
suggested in Professor Penberthy’s paper. The Council 
have only dealt with those who have, what I may call 
grievously offended ; and, after the removal of a name 
from the Register I do not call to mind a single instance 
where a man who has been removed has even appealed to 
the Privy Council. Certainly we have never had any 
orders to reinstate any man. 

Colonel Duck suggested that they had no reason to 
complain of the answers given to correspondents in the 
lay press, because if the advice given was acted upon the 
results were such as to render the attendance of veterin- 
ary surgeons indispensible ; and thus the action of the lay 
press brought grist to the professional mill. (llear, hear, 
and laughter. ) 

The Hon. Secretary said that most of the previous 
speakers were unanimous in their condemnation of cover- 
ingand, m their opinion, that measures should be adopted 


to stop this practice in the future. As to advertising he 


said that the examples that daily came under their notice 
of persistent advertising in its grossest and worst phases, 
showed the necessity of at once suppressing the evil if 


that were possible. The Council either could uot, or | 
to Prof. Penberthy for his valuable paper. 


seemed very reluctant to take action in this matter, and 
certainly unless the members of the profession made 
known their wishes on the subject, the Council would not 
anxious to move. (Hear, hear.) He thought that 
there was vo doubt at all that the method of advertising 
adopted in many instances was very offensive, and could 
tot fail in many ways todo harm to the profession. He 
temembered that when this subject was introduced be- 
ore, when a paper was read on the same lines by Mr. 
x, one of the best speakers in the discussion which 
n ensued said with regard to horse dealing, it was not 
much the matter of horse dealing, but the way in 
which the thing was done. And the same remarks 


‘pplied in ising. interesting to. or, th 
1 regard to advertising. It was interesting to_ Solicitor tothe Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 


tole the ingenuity which was exercised in getting an 
Yertisemeut. In a women’s paper he noticed a portrait 
4 physician with a character sketch; and, in the 


a F.R.C.V.S. represented jin full wrestling or athletic 
costume. Then there was the interviewing of members 
of the profession done by enterprising reporters of The 
Daily Telegraph and Star; and it was a matter for con- 
sideration whether that was a legitimate form of adver- 
tising. He thought that the time had arrived when it 
behoved them to lay down rules as to what was advertis- 
ing of an objectionable character and what was not. 
Personally, he was of opinion that the weekly advertise- 
ments of members of the profession in the columns of 
local papers would not tend to advance the interests of 
the profession. (Applause.) 

.Mr. C. SweatHeR said that although it might be ob- 
jectionable to issue circulars offering to do another man’s 
work for less money, it was equally if not more reprehen- 
sible still, to accuse practitioners of this when the cha 
was wholly groundless. It was within his knowledge that 
when one person wished to depreciate another, if he could 
not do it by fair means he would do it by foul. He 
thought that the paper of Prof. Penberthy was designed 
to wash the outside of the cup and platter while the in- 
side remained foul and dirty. What he desired to see 
was better and kindlier relations existing among the 
members of the profession generally, so that they would 
be ashamed to take a mean, though secret, advantage of 
one another. 

Prof. PeENBExtuy briefly replied, and remarked that he 
had intended by his paper to aftord the Council some 
guidance in dealing with offenders against professional 
etiquette, and hoped that the paper and the discussion 
which it had evoked would serve as a warning to mem- 
bers of the profession who carried on the practices to 
which objection was taken. It was desirable that such 
practices should cease in the interest of the profession at 
large. He had not attempted, and considered he would 
| he presumptuous in attempting, to lay down any code of 
| etiquette for a profession whose work was carried on 
"under such various circumstances of which he felt himself 
| incompetent to be a judge. As to seeking to clean only 
the outside of the platter, he reminded his hearers that 
| his paper was meant as a fitting corollary to the excellent 
paper which it followed on “General and Veterinary 
Edueation.” If such improved education did not im- 
| prove one’s morals and manners he did not know what 
‘would. To think that an Act of Parliament could make 
|a gentleman, or that by any work of theirs they could 
'make people moral and prevent them from scandalising 
their professional brethren or neighbours, was really 
/ more than they could hope for. He thanked the members 
for the reception they had accorded to his paper, and expres- 
. sed the hope that some practical outcome would be the re- 
sult, if not in the action of the Council, at all events in a de- 
‘termination amongst themselves to avoid causes of offence 
and of injury to each other, as professional brethren. 

On the motion of Mr. Samson, seconded by Mr. 
SHEATHER, a vote of thanks was unanimously accorded 


Prof. Pennertuy, in acknowledging the compliment 
paid him, expressed a hope that, the matter he had intro 


‘duced would proceed, and that something succinet would 


be done. He regarded the question of scheduling as 


rather important. He should have been glad if the 
‘subject were not so broad, and if they could have dealt 


with some of the points he had set forth by expressing 
positive opinions in regard to them, or even voting upon 
them. The paper, he thought, explained fully the legal 
power their Couneil had to deal with the offences 
enumerated and the powers which other bodies possessed. 
Finally he thankfully acknowledged the assistance he had 
received in preparing his paper from Mr. Thatcher, the 


The meeting then terminated, 
H. G. Rourns, Hon, See. 


nary Surgeons. 


used Victualler’s Mirror he had seen the portrait of . 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Association was 
held on Monday, May 2nd, at the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, W.C. The 
attendance was not a large one. 

J. F. Srupson, Esq., F.R.C.V.8., was proposed as pre- 
sident for the ensuing year by Captain F. Raymond, 
i by J. B. Martin, Esq. This was carried unani- 
mously, 

ay in a brief speech thanked the members 
for the honour conferred on him, and hoped that the end 
of his term of office might find the Association in as 
se ven a condition as it had been during the presi- 

ency of some of the very energetic members who had 
held office before him. 

The vice-presidents elected were: J. W. Barrorp, 
propened by F. W. Wragg, seconded by G. J. Gould ; 

aptain Raymonp, proposed by J. B. Martin, seconded 
by Professor Pritchard ; T. B. GoopaLt, proposed by F. 
W. Wragg, seconded by Professor Pritchard; E. A. 
Ho.LuinGuaM, proposed by F. W. Wragg, seconded by J. 
B. Martin. 
- The treasurer and secretary were unanimously re- 
elected to fill their respective offices during the ensuing 


year. 
J. T. Burven Esq., of Beaulieu, Southampton, was duly 
elected a member of the association. 

A letter was read from the hon. sec. of the Central 
Veterinary Medical Association respecting the resolutions 
carried by that society at the termination of a discussion 
on “ General and Veterinary Education” brought before 
them by Captain Raymond, enquiring how far the 
Southern Counties Association were prepared to support 
the opinions embodied in those resolutions. 

It was decided that the matter should be put on the 
agenda for discussion at the next meeting, which was 
decided to be held at Southampton on the last Thursday 


in June. 
C. Pack, Hon. Sec. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Vet. Capt. C. W. Gillard, on return from India, 
has joined at Aldershot for duty with the Royal 
Artillery. 

Vet. Lieut. H. J. Axe, has embarked for a tour 
of service in India, 

Vet. Lieut. H. A. Sullivan, who was recently 
gazetted, has joined at Aldershot for duty. 

Vet Lieut. E. R. C. Butler, bas been appointed 
Assistant Professor at the Army Veterinary School, 
Aldershot. in place of Vet. Capt. C. Rutherford, who 
will complete his five years tenure of appointment 
on May 

Vet. Capt. F. Smith, the Professor of the Army 
Veterinary School, has had ‘his services at that 
Institution extended to December 31st, 1892. 

Vet. Major G. Durrant, accompanied the batteries 
of Royal Artillery, on the march from Aldershot to 
Okehampton, and will be in veterinary charge of 
that camp until the completion of the annual gun- 
practice. 

Vet. Lieut. G. U. O. Fowler, marched with Royal 
Artillery from Woolwich to Aldershot, and will 
remain at the latter station until Vet. Major Durrant’s 
return. 


We regret to notice that some of the officers who 
retired from the Army before the publication of the 
London Gazette of October 6th, 1891. have assumed 
the titles granted at that time to the officers then 
serving in the Army Veterinary Department. These 
gentlemen should remember that the warrant was 
not retrospective, and that they are placing them. 
selves in a ridiculously false position. 


Lonpon Gazerrz,. May 3rd, 1892. 


Royal E. Kent, (the Duke of Connaught’s Own.) 
Vet. Lieut. J. F. R. Moody, formerly 4th W. R. 
of Lorkshire, Artillery Volunteers. (Western Divi- 
sion R. A.) to be Vet. Lieut., dated May 4th, 1892. 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE OPPOSITION TO THE CHARTER. 


The following letter has been received by the 
“ protesting Fellows,” so we shall soon know the 
amount of real opposition the Charter has to expect. 
We trust that a calm consideration of the subject 
may have led many of the gentlemen who protested 
to refrain from further opposition. 


Privy Counor Orrics, 

Sir, ; 7th May, 1892. 

Referring to your protest against a Supple- 
mentary Charter to the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons, I am directed by the Lords of 
the Council to request that you will inform me 
whether you desire to be heard by Counsel before 
the Committee of the Lords of the Council to 
whom Her Majesty has referred the matter. 

Your obedient Servant, 
C. S. Pus. 


VETERINARY LIBEL ACTION. 


This was an action for alleged libels on the plaintiffs, 
as veterinary surgeons, and on their goods. 

Mr. Lawrence appeared for the plaintiffs in support of 
an appeal from a decision by Mr. Baron Pollock at 
Chambers, affirming a master’s order that the defendants 
should be furnished with particulars of a special damage. 
The plaintiffs complained that by reason of the libels 
they had lost customers, and the defendants asked that 
the particulars of special damage should include the 
names of such customers. The plaintiffs objected that 
there would be great difficulty in giving names, as the 
custom was in a great measure in medicines sold in 
bottles over the counter. The plaintiffs wanted an 
injunction to restrain the defendants from publishing the 
libels. 

Mr. Justice Mathew said he thought he had once +. 
a form under which the parties might, so to speak, libe 
each other with impunity. 

Mr. T. Dale Hart, red appeared for the paren oe to 
oppose the appeal, said originally the action came be ~ 
his lordship in 1883, when the present defeudants = 
plaintiffs, and when a compromise was arrived at. sae 
parties then seemed to be agreed, but differences 
arisen about advertisements, in which one of the pa > 
claimed to be the real Pettifer by name as well as an 
nature, and the former defendants were now suing 
former plaintiffs. 
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Mr. Justice Mathew.— What is, the libel ? 

Mr. Dale Hart.—That our medicines are good and that 
theirs are not. 

Mr. Justice Mathew.—Oh, that is very serious, you 

Mr. Dale Hart said no doubt it was very serious. 
- After some discussion, their lordships ordered that the 
plaintiffs should furnish to the defendants the best par- 
ticulars of special damage with respect to the loss of cus- 
tomers they could.—Morning Advertiser. 


ALLEGED WHOLESALE HORSE POISONING. 


On May 12th, at the Justice-room of the Mansion House, 
Lambert Barron, 26, of no occupation, living at No. 8, 
Bon Accord Square, Aberdeen, was charged before the 
Lord Mayor on a warrant for having with others fraudu- 
lently conspired to obtain by false pretences large sums ot 
money from the British and Foreign Marine Insurance 
Company (Limited), and other offices with intent to de- 
fraud. Mr. Wontner said there was a warrant out against 
three other persons, and two of them were now on their 
way back from Cape Town in custody. The defendant 
and the other men were alleged to have conspired to in- 
sure horses at most egregious values—values ten times in 
excess of their real worth, and then sent them abroad in 
various ships in charge of their agents, who poisoned the 
horses on the voyage, the insurance money then being 
claimed. In regard to two horses sent out in the Pretoria 
they were seen by a veterinary surgeon, who had been 
sent out unknown to the conspirators, and on the horses 
deaths at sea the stomachs were taken out, and strychnine 
was found to have been administered, causing death. In 
another case, where a horse was insured for £1,000, and 
died on the voyage out, the viscera and stomach were 
removed and sent to this country. Dr. Stevenson, of 
Guy’s Hospital, who had examined them, would prove 
that strychnine in large quantities had been administered. 
Four horses sent out in the Hawarden Castle and 
heavily insured also died in the most sudden manuer. 
The case would be one of very great public importance, 
and it would show an amount of infamy and ingenuity 
which could hardly be fathomed. 

The Lord Mayor remanded the prisoner for a week. 


Asphalte Pavement. 

A meeting was held at the Cannon Street Hotel, 
May 10th, to protest against the paving of tne City 
streets with asphalte. The meeting was called by 
the Society for the Prevention of Accidents to 
Horses, and Mr. Banbury, of the Four-in-Hand Club, 


garded as the best of all pavements. ‘The wood 
pavement is not so wholesome. It is absorbent, and 
in warm damp weather makes the streets unwhole- 
some. Asphalte. moreover. wears better, and. is 
more easily cleaned. It is the ideal pavement for 
narrow City streets, and is likely to spread in spite 
of the protests of the owners and drivers of horses. 
There is another way of meeting the difficulty of 
its slipperiness. There are modes of shoeing horses 


which make their tread un slippery surfaces quite 


safe. No doubt the Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents to Horses is doing what it can to promote 
the adoption of better methods of shoeing ; and it is 
probably in that direction improvement may be 
looked for. But seeing the immense advantage of 
asphalte for all other purposes except that of driving, 
we fear that owners and drivers of horses will find 
in protests against it of but little avail.—Daily 
ews, 


Recent Wonders of Science. 
Tue Tenston 


At the annual conversazione of the Royal Society at 
Burlington House; Mr, Frederick E. Ives, of Philadelphia, 
illustrated his process of coloured photography—or, as it 
is technically called, composite heliochromy. It must be 
understood that this is not photography in colours, but 
a combination of photographic pictures taken on gelatine 
films under the three respective sensations of red, n 
and blue light. These pictures, when suutbanat end 
looked through towards the light, produce the coloured 
effects of the original object upon the eye. The apparatus 
which the inventor is having made for carrying this idea 
into further practical form is not yet completed, and the 
subject may, therefore, be expected to be brought forward 
shortly in a more advanced condition. 


took the chair. ‘here was some exaggeration in 
what was said as to the danger of asphalte, and | 
some statistics were given which seem to show that | 
there are twice as many accidents on the asphalte 
aon the wood. But some returns published a short 
time since told a different stury. ‘The time at which | 
the asphalte is dangerous is when snow is falling or 
slight shower makes it damp. In wet weather or | 
very dry weather it is probably the safest form of | 
Pavement. The opinion of drivers is of course in- | 
teresting and valuable, though it may not be con- 
elusive, and that opinion seems to be against asphalte 
and in favour of wood. Asphalte. however, has ad- 
vantages which wood does nut possess. It is cleaner, 
drier, and far more healthy, and if in damp weather 


it could be watered it would probably soon be re- 


Professor Crookes, whose researches in high-tension 
electricity in vacua are so widely known, gave some mar- 
vellous experiments with modifications of his own appara- 
tus after the lines of the young American, Tesla, who a 
short time since lectured before the Royal Institution 
and the Society of Electricians. The discharges of a 
Leyden jar are sent by Mr. Crookes through the primary 
wire of an oil induction coil. The wave length of the jar 
radiation is three hundred metres, the frequency of 
alternation one million in a second, and the electro- 
motive force about one hundred thousand volts. The 
physiological action of this high-frequency current is, 
however, so feeble, that when Professor Crookes passes it 
through his hand to that of another person, luminous 
streams passed from all his fingers to the hand he touched, 
without inconvenience to either party. 


A Reminiscence of ** The Grip.” 


A heavily-built man, wearing a grey ulster and a slouch 
hat, walked into a Harlem drug-store last Saturday even- 
and remarked: “Do you handle plasters?” “ Yes, sir, 
we carry a fine line this season,” answered the clerk. “ I 
want a plaster 6 feet by 4°” “A what!” gasped the 
astonished pill-maker. The man in the ulster took a 
flyer at the nearest cuspidor, leaned on the toothbrush - 
case, and said: “Young man, !’ve got “ the grip.” I 
ache in every square inch of my body. My hair aches, 
my teeth ache. [ want a plaster as big as a bed-quilt, 
and when I’m wrapped up and tucked in I reckon me or 
the grip will get drawn out. Are you with me!” “We 
only carry plasters in regular sizes,” said the clerk appre- 
hensively. “What are they ” “Well, about 7 inches 
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by 10.” “ Reckon you’re thinking of postage stamps.” 
“No, plasters.’ “Court plasters, perhaps,” suggested 
the customer incredulously. “ Certainly not,” said the 
clerk. “Take me for an idiot, don’t you ?”’ inquired the 
other angrily. “ Perhaps you think a sick man like me 
can spend time coverin’ his shape with gummed labels 
and election posters. Young man, I don’t want no jokes, 
and no foolishuess. [ mean business.” “ Sorry, sir; 
plasters only conie in regular sizes.” “ People buy those 
7 by 10? “Certainly, sir.” The man in the ulster took 
another flyer at the cuspidor and meditated. “ There’s 
about 30 square feet on my body,” he saidat length. “I 
reckon J] need about four dozen plasters, young man. 
Any reduction on ’em by the dozen?” The clerk retired 
behind the desk and consulted. “Ten per cent.” he 
said, on reappearing ; “but I find we've only got forty- 
one altogether, including five red- pepper plasters.” ‘“ Red 
pepper, hey,” said the customer, brightening up; “that 
sounds like business. IT’ll take the whole lot, young 
feller. °Tain’t just the way I expected to do it, and I 
hate to sit up nights pasting on plasters, but when a 
man’s got the grip there ain’t no attention too good for 
his body. Gimme the box.’ —Detroit Free Press. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


WHY HAVE WE NOT THE EXCLUSIVE 
RIGHT TO PRACTICE? 


This is a very pertinent question, and one that requires 
au answer by those responsible for the existing state of 
affairs. In veterinary politics lately we have heard very 
little talked about, except that relating to the new char- 
ter, which is all very well in its way, but in no sense does 
it tend towards giving us the protection we require, and 
thereby securing for us the rights to which we are clearly 
entitled. I think most probably the bulk of the ordinary 
country practitioners have no intention of either, ever 


seeking a seat on the Council, or the Fellowship Degree, | . 


so the new charter will not do them much good. In 
these hard times we have something much more impor- 
tant to think about, and that is: how are we to find 
enough work to enable us to earn sufficient to keep up 
our position, and to clothe, feed, and educate our children ? 
We find that, on account of our evidently useless Charters 
and Acts of Parliament, anyone may carry on our busi- 
ness with impunity, so long as they don’t call themselves 
veterinary surgeons, so we are completely crippled, for 
the farmers, together with the castrators and others, take 
the bulk of the work out of our hans. Have the 
farmers or the castrators, I should like to know, any 
right whatever to operate, either on their own or anyone 
else’s stock. I hold they have not, and if I am right, 
then why should they be allowed to do so. I think it 
just about time, when we are supposed to be making such 
progressive strides, that something ought to be done to 
ensure us the protection to which we so justly have a 
right. I totally fail to see the use of a‘man going to 
College, spending hundreds of pounds, and years of valuable 
time in his education, if Dick, Tom and Harry, who have 
no qualification are to be allowed to do exactly the same 
work and so virtually rob the qualified man of his living. 
If some of our agitators would take up the cudgels in 
defence of the country practitioner, and get a Charter, or 
Act of Parliament, or something else passed that would 
really do us some good instead of spending years fighting 
about who is to be on the Council, and who is not, then 
I am sure they would merit the thanks of the whole 
y pro is that a motion to the followin 
should be Taid before the Council :— on 


“That no person be allowed to perform any opera- 
tion whatsoever on any living animal unless he is dul 
qualified by diploma or Act of Parliament to do so.” 
This I think ought to commend itself to the whole 

profession, we would then be in much greater demand 
and consequently would earn a much better living; as 
things are at present we have to watch others doing the 
work we ought to be doing. 

This Charter about which we have heard so much 
lately is, I think, a very small matter in comparison to 
the above, when it is a well known fact that there are 
hundreds of struggling practitioners in the country who 
are simply having the bread taken out of their mouths by 
men who have no right whatever to do the work they do, 
and in the face of that, I know a qualified man who en- 
gages a castrator to cut his cultsfor him. What can we 
possibly expect after that ? 

The Council, who I suppose are responsible, are quite 
content to allow this state of affairs to go on, for [ have 
never seen or heard that any one of them has ever taken 
the trouble to bother his head about the matter. 

We have heard a great deal lately about returning men 
to Council who are pledged to reform the present state of 
affairs and carry out the wishes of the profession in 
general, I hope now that we have returned those pledged 
men they will see their way to agitate for the protection 
of the Country Practitioner. I hope also this may have 
the effect of waking somebody up who has some say in 
the representation of our grievances to Council and that 
he may lay this matter before them and give it the 
attention it claims. I wonld alsoat the same time ask 
that something be dune to exempt us from serving on 
juries. Comin CampBELL, M.R.C.V.S., 

Lyminge, Hythe. 

(Our correspondent rather overates the powers of the 
Council. An Act of Parliament at least would be necessary 
to stop unqualified men from practising. If such an Act 
were obtained an utter impossibility) we do not believe the 
public would submit toit. Surely tha training undergone 
by a M.R.C.V.S. ought to give him a marked superiority to 
any untrained man—ceteris paribus.} 


A GOOD EXAMPLE. 
Dear Str, 


As my name has been published along with the names 
of Fellows protesting against the Supplemeutal Charter 
of the R.C.V.S. I beg to inform you that I have with- 
drawn my protest. 

I had no desire to oppose the whole Charter! I only 
protested against one clause and that only with a view to 
its modification.—Yours very truly, 


Moors. 
Hulme Barracks, Manchester, 
May 11th, 92. , 


FROG PRESSURE. 
Dear Str, 

Considering that so many horses go lame or “ groggy 
through: the continual concussion upon our artile 
roads, would it be beneficial if general and permanent 
bar shoes were used ? (frout feet.) 

The said bar shoes to be made in such a way that 
there should be pressure upon the frog, thereby prevent- 
ing contraction of the foot, and bringing into exercise 
that function so much talked of, but so little practiced, 
viz., the use of 

Narture’s CusHION. 


Communications, Booxs, aND Messrs. 
J. Ward, Colin Campbell, J. M. Crawford, W. T. ~—. 
halgh. ‘The Nor’-West Farmer” (Manitoba), | 
American Veterinary Review,” ‘* The Irish Times. 
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